It may be said that no one disputes these facts, and that it is superfluous to labour the points that I have raised and the principles which were defined by Lane so long ago. I might have thought so too, were it not that I
On exposing the bone and plate the mystery was solved. The plate had fractured transversely in the middle between the third and fourth holes, the fragments were however attached to the femur by the screws and sound union had taken place between the fractured ends of the bone. The screws were firmly embedded and were only to be removed by ?employing strong pressure with the screw driver. The second wound healed by first intention and the patient returned to India with a perfect result.
There is no doubt, I think, that a spasmodic movement during his sleep had caused a sufficient movement of the ends of the bones, morticed though they were into the callus, to expose the plate to the strain which had snapped it. This incident illustrates the resiliency of callus and also emphasizes the desirability of employing the largest and stoutest plates that can be applied, as I am convinced that very considerable movement is possible between the fragments when secured by short plates. Hey Groves has drawn attention to this danger in an article in the British Journal of Surgery.
In dealing with the periosteum reflect it with the soft parts, as by doing so the blood supply of this important membrane is secured and manipulation is carried on within the periosteal sleeve and all danger of injury to surrounding parts reduced to a minimum.
If the periosteum is separated from the surrounding soft parts this essential membrane is deprived of the greater part of its blood supply and the process of repair will be delayed. ILLUSTRATIVE CASES.
T. H,? C.I.D., Simla, 1920. (Fig. 1.) (Fig. 3) Capt. O., J.MS., aged 30. (Fig. 4) 
